
 Upper Cape Tech’s Summer Reading List  
    Class of 2021 (Freshman) 

Instructions 

Freshman students must read one book from the “Freshman” list. 

Freshman List of Books 

Have Lived a Thousand Years: Growing Up in the Holocaust  by Livia Bitton-Jackson: Nonfiction, Holocaust 

Concentration Camps**˽ 

The Time Machine by H.G. Wells: Historical Fiction, Time travel ** 

The Tempest by William Shakespeare: Classic, Drama ** 

Challenger Deep by Neal Shusterman: Teen Fiction, Mental Illness, Suspense ˽ 

Wolf Hollow by Lauren Wolk: Historical Teen Fiction, WWII, Teen bullying, Teen disappearance ˽ 

Kid Owner by Tim Green:  Sports Teen Fiction, Football 

Swagger by Carl Deuker: Sports Teen Fiction, Basketball 

Magnus Chase and the Gods of Asgard, Book I: The Sword of Summer:  Teen Fantasy Fiction, Norse 

Mythology 

X: A Novel: Historical Teen Fiction, Malcolm X, Civil Rights Movement ˽ 

Adrift by Paul Griffin:  Realistic Teen Fiction, Lost at sea, Survival 

A Study in Charlotte by Katherine Tegen: Teen Fiction, Murder mystery 

Hold Tight, Don’t Let Go: A Novel of Haiti by Laura Rose Wagner: Teen Fiction, 2010 Haitian Earthquake 

Shooting Kabul by N.H. Senzai: Realistic Teen Fiction, Afghanistan War, Immigration *˽ 

Chains by Laurie Halse Anderson: Historical Teen Fiction, Slavery *˽ 

Peak by Roland Smith: Realistic Teen Fiction, Mountain Climbing, Survival 

I Was Here by Gayle Forman:  Realistic Teen Fiction, Romance, Teen suicide* 

Being Henry David by Cal Amistead: Realistic Teen Fiction, Suspense, Amnesiaи 

Splintered by A.G. Howard:  Fantasy Teen Fiction, “Alice in Wonderland” Retelling 

Asylum by Madeleine Roux: Horror Teen Fiction, Mental Illness, Supernatural, Mystery 

Marie Antoinette, Serial Killer by Katie Alender:  Teen Fiction, Revenge, Betrayal, Haunting 

The 13th Reality: The Journal of the Curious Letters: Fiction, Alternate Reality, Fantasy 

Madeleine L’Engle’s A Wrinkle in Time by Hope Larson : Graphic Novel, Fantasy Teen Fiction**˽ 

Butter by Erin Jade Lange:  Realistic Teen Fiction, Bullying*˽ 

Code of Honor by Alan Gratz:  Realistic Teen Fiction, Terrorism* 

The Bombs that Brought Us Together by Brian Conaghan: Teen Dystopian Fiction, Suspense 

* May contain scenes that are graphic in nature (violence, sexual content, drug or alcohol use).  

** Recommended reading from the College-Bound Reading List.  

˽ Award winner (Caldecott, Newbery, Printz) 

и  e-book edition available UCT library 



 

Genre Definitions: 

Comic/Graphic Novel is scripted fiction told visually in artist drawn pictures, usually in panels and speech 
bubbles 

Crime/Detective fiction about a committed crime, how the criminal gets caught, and the repercussions of the 
crime. 
 
Dystopia  is often characterized by an authoritarian or totalitarian form of government. It often features different 
kinds of repressive social control systems, a lack or total absence of individual freedoms and expressions, and a 
state of constant warfare or violence.  
 
Science fiction (abbreviated SF or sci-fi with varying punctuation and capitalization) is a broad genre of fiction 
that often involves speculations based on current or future science or technology. 
 
Apocalyptic fiction is a sub-genre of science fiction that is concerned with the end of civilization either through 
nuclear war, plague, or some other general disaster. Post-apocalyptic fiction is set in a world or civilization after 
such a disaster.  
 
Post-apocalyptic stories often take place in an agrarian, non-technological future world, or a world where only 
scattered elements of technology remain.  
 
Realistic fiction seems like real life, with characters dealing with real life problems. The plot often takes place in 
the present time. The situations are true or could be, but the main characters are fictional. 
 
Historical fiction presents a story set in the past, often during a significant time period. In historical fiction, the 
time period is an important part of the setting and often of the story itself. Historical fiction may include fictional 
characters, well-known historical figures or a mixture of the two. 
 
 Fantasy is a genre that uses magic and other supernatural forms as a primary element of plot, theme, and/or 
setting 
 
Urban fantasy is a subset of contemporary fantasy, consisting of novels and stories with supernatural and/or 
magical elements set in contemporary, real-world, urban settings 
 
Paranormal books involve unusual experiences that lack a scientific explanation. 
 
Horror fiction is fiction in any medium intended to scare, unsettle, or horrify the audience.  
 
Mystery fiction deals with the solution of a crime or the unraveling of secrets 
 
Romance fiction primary focus is on the relationship and romantic love between two people, and must have an 
"emotionally satisfying and optimistic ending 

Suspense/Thriller fiction about harm about to befall a person or group and the attempts made to evade the 
harm 
 
Nonfiction is an account or representation of a subject which is presented as fact. 
 
Biography is an account of a person’s life. 
 
Autobiography is a book about the life of a person, written by that person.  
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